A review of 79 cases of eclampsia at University Teaching Hospital, Lusaka.
Seventy-nine cases of eclampsia (incidence 0.22%) are reviewed. The corrected maternal and perinatal mortality rates were 12.6% and 28.3%. Maternal and perinatal mortality were directly related to number of fits, severity of eclampsia, delay in onset of treatment, and duration of labour. Whereas the maternal mortality was 23 per cent in patients delivered vaginally and 8.6 per cent in patients delivered by caesarean section, the perinatal mortality was almost the same in both types of delivery.